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arrived with orders from Monsieur the Count de
frontenac, Our Governor, and Monsieur Talon, Our
Intendant, to accomplish This discovery with me.
I was all the more delighted at This good news,
since I saw that my plans were about to be accom-
plished; and since I found myself in the blessed
necessity of exposing my life for the salvation of all
these peoples, and especially of the Ilinois, who
had very urgently entreated me, when I was at the
point of st. Esprit, to carry the word of God to Their
country.

We were not long in preparing all our Equipment,
although we were about to Begin a voyage, the dura-
tion of which we could not foresee. Indian Corn,
with some smoked meat, constituted all our provi-
sions; with these we Embarked — Monsieur Jollyet
and myself, with § men—in 2 Bark Canoes, fully
resolved to do and suffer everything for so glorious
an Undertaking.

Accordingly, on The 17th day of may, 1673, we
started from the Mission of st. Ignace at Michili-
makinac, where I Then was. The Joy that we felt
at being selected for This Expedition animated our
Courage, and rendered the labor of paddling from
morning to night agreeable to us. And because We
were going to seek Unknown countries, We took
every precaution in our power, so that, if our Under-
taking were hazardous, it should not be foolhardy.
To that end, we obtained all the Information that
we could from the savages who had frequented those
regions; and we even traced out from their reports
a Map of the whole of that New country; on it
we indicated the rivers which we were to navigate,
the names of the peoples and of the places through



